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ADVERTISEME NT. 
In a few Days will be publifhed, 

A Gewerat Aporocy for all Ministers oF 
State, from Sejanus down to the prefent Times 3,in 
which the Complaints of Mifmanagement, Corruption, 
and Oppreflion will be demonftrated to be groundlefs, 
and occafion’d only by Envy, Faétion, Difappointment 
and Revenge. Yo which will be added, A Catalogue 
of thofe eminent Writers, upon whofe Authority this 
Work will be built. 

Nec Pudor obftabit Juv. 





Printed for T.W. in Pater-nofter Row. 





N° 26. Monday, March 6.. 


Si defendere deli&tum, quam vertere malles, 
Nullum altra verbum aut operam infumebat inanem, 


Quin fine Rivali, Teque & Tua folus amares. Hor, 








AVING taken on myfelf the Character 
. and Profeffion of a publick Writer, I 
t defign, by Degrees, to retail out to my 
Countrymen all the various Obferva- 
tions, which I have been treafuring up 
for thefe many Years paft; and, like 
my immortal Predeceflor, the Spefator, to print my 
Self outs If all, that I thall thus communicate, fhould 
not happen to be thought Subjeéts of Inftruétion, 
yet I hope at leaft they will be looked on as Matters 
of innocent Amufement. 

When I firft fet forth in the World, and was capa- 
ble of making any Reflections on publick Affairs, the 
Mifmanagement and Corruption of King Char/Jes the 
Second’s Reign furnifh'd the common Topicks of 
Converfation ; and I very well remember, ~ no- 
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thing gave keener Difguft, or was mention’d with 
more Alperity by the Whigs of thofe Times (who 
ftiled themfelves the Country Party) than.that unna- 
tural Conjun@ion, as it was then called, of the Pow- 
ers of England and France to deftroy the Republick of 
Holland 3: which was a Circumftance of fuch Import- 
ance to Europe, that it occafion’d many and various 
Speculations on the Rife and Progrefs of that popular 
State; as well as on the great Danger, to which it 
= reduced, of being entirely fubverted by that 
ar. 

The Counfels of Eng/and took this unhappy Turn, 
as it was then generally efteemed, and began to fwerve 
from their true Interef{t, as well as from their former 
Conduét, under the Adminiftration of Sir Tuomas 
Ciirrorp, who was at that Time at the Head of 
the Treasuxy ; a Man of a voluble Tongue, but 
of a bold and enterprizing Spirit, without Knowledge 
or Capacity. equal to his Defigns. He had, in feverak 
Inftances, difcover’d his Enmity to shat State, be- 
fore it broke out into Meafures of Hoftility. He be- 
gun with complaining of Incroachments upon Trape, 
and fpirited up our Eaf-India. Company to bring 
Remonftrances againft them; which. were, in that 
Reign, made Uft of as the Pretences of War, and as 
conftantly laid afide, upon Conclufions of Peace. Sir 
William Temple fays (ina Letter to his Father upon 
this Occafion) that our Pretenfions upon the Bufinefs 
of Surinam, and the Eaft-India Company have grown 
high, and been managed with Sharpnefs between us and 
the States, and grounded (as. Monfieur de Witt con- 
ceives) more upon a Defign of foewing them cur ill Hu- 
mour than our Reafon. The Miniffer reprefented 
them as treating even the Person of the Kine ill, 
and endeavoured to render them odious to the Peo- 
ple, by fetting them forth as treacherous in all their 
Negociations and Profeffions. Nay, he went fo far 
as to practice upon Sir William Temple to join — 
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him in fuch fal/e Reprefentations as would beft ferve 
his pernicious Purpofes ; a Method, which has been 
too common under bad Adminiftrations; but it was 
rejected with Scorn by that able and honeft Ambaf- 
fador, as we may find in the fame Letter before cited, 
where he fays, that being very hardly prefs’d by Sir 
Thomas Clifford to refume the Affair of Surinam and 
the Eaf-India Company; and, in cafe of the Non- 
compliance of the Dutch, to det the King and all the 
World know how bafely and unwortbily the States had 
ufed him; and to declare publickly bow their Minifters 
were a Company of Rogues and Rafcals, and not fit for 
his Majefty or any other Prince to have any Thing to 
do with. He anfwered very calmly, that be was 
not a Man fit to make sucu Decvarations. 

This evi/ Miniffer was fo intent upon another War 
with Holland, that He refolved, by any Methods, to 
pick a Quarrel with them, and provoke them to fome 
A@ion, which might be made the Pretence of juftify- 
ing it to the People, and reprefenting them as the 
Authors of it. Accordingly, within a Year after this 
unwarrantable Attempt upon that great and worthy 
Man, he bethought himfelf of another Stratagem ; 
which, in his Opinion, could not fail of producing 
the defired Effe€t; for the fame Author informs us, 
that a Yatcht being fent over to Ho//and to bring 
home his Lady and Family from the Hague, the 
Captain received publick Orders from Court, that if 
he came in fight of the Dutch Fleet (which was then 
floating in the Channel) he fhould fail thro’ them, 
and fire at thofe Ships, which were next him, till he 
made them frike Sai/, or till they fot at him again. 
He paffed, it feems, into Holland, without feeing 
them ; but as he returned (with the Lady Temp/e and 
her Children aboard) he met the Fleet, and purfued 
his Orders, by failing through them, and making /e- 
veral Shot at thofe near him; upon which, the Dutch 
Admiral (not fufpeéting the Reafon ef fuch an wnac- 
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countable Procedure, and believing them to be in fome 
Diftrefs) immediately fent a Boat aboard them, and 
went afterwards himfelf to enquire into the Occafion 
of their firing; and being acquainted by the Captain 
with his Orders, he {aid it wasa Point they had re- 
ceived no Inftruétions about from their Mafters, and 
did not know how that Affair was agreed on between 
his Maje/ty and the States ; but though it were fettled, 
yet, as he jultly obferved, the Captain could not ex- 
pect that the Fleet and Admiral fhould ftrike to a 
Yatch, which was but a Pleafure Boat, or at leaft 
ferved only for Pafage, and could not pafs for one of 
the King’s Men of War. ‘To which the Captain re- 
ply’d, that he had his Orders, and was bound to fol- 
low them. However, the Admiral let them pafs 
fafely through his whole Fleet, without offering any 
return of Ho/i/ity; and thereby, in a great Meafure, 
defeated the quarrelfome Defign of the Eng/ifb Miniftry. 
But C/ifford was determined on a Rupture; and at 
Jaft ftruck a Blow, which put it out of the Power of 
the Dutch to prevent it, by attacking their Smyrna 
Fleet, and thereby commencing a War, the fatal Con- 
fequences whereof have been ever fince felt in Ewrope. 
About the fame time, it was obfervable that this 
daring Minifter was created a Peer, and made Lord 
High Treafurer, for propofing the Expedient of /but- 
ting up the Exchequer; which was the laft Shift he 
had left, defperate as it was, to fupport his Mafter un- 
der thofe Difficulties, in which he had involved him, 
by fuch precipitate and extravagant Counfels. 
I cannot forbear taking Notice in this Place (whichy 
I hope will not be efteemed an improper Digreffion) 
what an infuperable Antipathy and Rancour the Ge- 
nerality of the People of England, and efpecially the 
whole Body of the Whigs, had conceived at that 
Time, and have ever fince retained, till very lately, 
againit the French Nation; as if an AJliance, or even a 
Sriendly 
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friendly Correfpondence with them were of the moft 
dangerous Confequence to the Intereft of this Kingdom. 
I have now before me, a Book, entitled, The Secret 
Hiftory of Eurore, in three Volumes, written no 
longer ago than the /af Reign, by one of the hot- 
brain'd Zealots of that Party; which is ftuffed, in al- 
moft every Page, with the bittereft and moft indecent 
Refleétions on that great People, as well as on Tho/e, 
who were fuppofed, at that Time, to be in their In- 
tereft. I will beg Leave only to quote a Paflage or 
two, from which we may judge of the Spirit of the 
Author, as well as of Thofe, who were then known 
to carefs him, and encourage his Works. 

Having mentioned the ecclefiaftical Commiffion of 
King James the Second’s Reign, he endeavours to 
juftify fome of the Gentlemen, who were concerned 
in that illegal Commiffion, and particularly the late 
Duke of Buckingham; for which Purpofe he produces 
a Paflage out of the Letter, which his Grace, then 
Earl of Mulgrave, wrote to Dr. Tillotfon, after the Re- 
ye fp h ftionabl! 

«« T appeal, /ays bis Lordfbip, to the unquefti e 
“ Teftimony Pie Spanijb Ambaflador, if I did not 
“ zealoufly and conftantly take all Occafions to oppofe 
* the French Intereff; becaufe I knew it directly op- 
‘* pofite both to the King and Kingdom's Good, which 
* are indeed Things infeparable, and ought to be ac- 
“* counted as a fundamental Maxim, in all Councils 
“ of Princes. 

Upon which, this fecret Hifforianand furious Parti- 
zan makes the following Obfervation. 

“ This, /ays be, his Lordfhip wrote, when there 
was no War declared againit France; and This is 
the Maxim that I fhall ever labour to advance in 
the Minds of all home Britons; frankly confefling, 
that whatever Denomination I may pafs under for 
my Love of Liderty, and our happy: Con/fitution, I 
“* never 
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never was, and never fhall be a Wuie, farther than 
is explained in the Affertion of this noble Lord, 
that the French Intereft is direftly oppofite to the 
« Good of my Queen and Country ; and that the In- 
« tereft of my Queen and Country are infeparable. 
*Tis for This, and This only, I write; and fhall 
continue fo to do, as long as it is thought to be of 
« any Service. 

He tells us, in another Place, upon King Yames’s 

admitting Monfieur Bariljon and the Count de Lau- 
Jon into all his Councils, that “ the former would, at 
«* that Time, have frightened the Exg/ifh with Re- 
<¢ prefentations of the Power and Bigotry of the Houfe 
“ of AusTR1A;} it being the Policy of the French, 
** to reprefent that Houfe as impotent or powerful, as 
Enemies or Friends to the ProtresTaNrTs, ac- 
cording as the prefent Tarn is to be ferved by it. 
And, in another Place, he fays, «« Tho” I fhall ne- 
« ver contribute to the Infraction of any Treaty with 
«* any Prince whatfoever, I fhall always have an Ab- 
horrence for a French Intereft, fo contrary to that 
of England.” 
I could cite a Multitude of Paflages to the fame 
Effe&t, out of this Book; which is indeed full of 
them, from the Beginning to the End. Nor is He 
the only Author of this Kind ; for it would be an 
eafy Task to produce a Cart-load of Books, Pamphlets 
and loofe Sheets, publifhed by Men of the fame Stamp, 
fince the ew in order to inculcate the fame 
malevolent Principles of Averfion to France into the 
Minds of the People of this Kingdom. 

For my Part, as I always difapproved of thefe ge- 
neral Invectives my felf, even when they were moft 
current and fafbionable ; fo 1 cannot help declaring 
my Agreement with a late ingenious and courtly Wri- 
ter, who very juftly obferves, ‘* that "tis not the 
“ Emperor, nor France, nor Spain, nor this, nor 
* other Potentate, to whom we muft keep up a 
“ perpetual 
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“+ perpetual Oppofition, or grant a conftant Afiftance. 


<« Power will always be fluétuating amongft the Prin- 
«© ces of Europe, and wherever the prefent Flow of it 
“‘ appears, there is our Enemy; there the proper 
«© Objeét of our Fears. 

But, to return. I muft obferve that however the 
State and Circumftances of Affairs in Europe may 
have /ate/y altered ; and however Parties may run 
at prefent, it is certain and demonftrable, that our 
Alliance with France, in King Charles II’s Reign, 
was, to give it the fofteft Name, a manifeft B/under 
in Politicks ; fince that War, thus unjuitly and unad- 
vifedly entered upon, raifed France to fark an Height, 
by joining with Her to overrun the Netherlands, 
that it was the chief, if not the only Occafion of 
the two laft confuming Wars, (which coft us fo much 
Blood, and involved us in fo much Debt!) and had 
very near deftroyed that popular State, which had, 
in its Rife and Progrefs, furprized the whole World ; 
a State, which, by its excellent OEconomy, not only 
raifed it felf to that Height, in which it once flourifh- 
ed, thd to which it is now, in fome Meafure, reftor- 
ed; but has alfo furnifhed, by their Example, fome 
excellent Inftruétions to all free States, for their 
Conduét, (making proper Allowances for the diffe- 
rent Conflitutions of their Governments ) which I 
beg Leave to tranfcribe from Sir William Temple. 

One Circumftance, which he mentions as an oc- 
cafion of their Greatne/s, *‘ was the Simplicity and 
“© Modefly of their Magiftrates, in their way of Liv- 
** ing ; which is fo general, /ays be, that I never 
** knew one among them exceed the common, fru- 
«« gal, popular Air ; and fo great that, of the two 
‘ chief Officers in my Time, Vice-Admiral de Rui- 
** ter, and the Penfioner de Witt, (one generally 
“‘ efleemed by foreign Nations as great a Seaman, 
and the other as great a Stote/man, as any of their 
«* Age) I never faw the Firf in Cloaths better than 
“ the 








N°26. The CRAFTSMAN. 157 


7 
. 


the commoneft Sea Captain, nor with above one 
Man following him, nor ina Coach ; and, in his 
Houfe, neither was the Size, Building, Furniture, 
or Entertainment at all exceeding the Ufe of every 
common Merchant and Tradefman in this Town. 
For the Penfioner de Witt, who had the great In- 
fluence in the Government, the whole Train and 
Expence of his Domefticks went very equal with 
either common Deputies, or Miniflers of the State 5 
his Habit grave, and plain, and popular; his Ta- 
ble, what only ferved turn for his Family or a 
Friend ; his Train (befides Commiflaries and. 
Clerks kept for him in an Office, adjoining to his 
Houle, at the publick Charge) was only one Man, 
who performed all the menial Service of his Houle 
at Home ; and, wpon his Vifits of Ceremony, put- 
ting ona plain livery Cloak, attended his Coach 
abroad ; for, upon other Occafions, he was feen ufu- 
ally in the Street on Foot and alone, like the com- 
monet Burgher of the Town. Nor was this 
Manner’ of Life affefted, or ufed only by thefe 
particular Men ; but was the general Fafhion and 


* Mode among all the Mngiftrates of the State ; for 


I fpeak not of the military O.licers, who are reckon- 
ed their Servants, and live in a different Garb, 
though generally modefter than in other Coun- 
trigs.” 

He concludes this Head, as I will this Paper, with 


the following ex¢ellent Ob/ervation. 





« Thus this ftomachful People, who could not 
endure the leaft Exercife of arbitrary Power of 
Impofitions, or the Sight of any foreign Troops 
under the Spanifo Government, have been fince 
inured to all of them, in the higheft Degree, un- 
der their own popular Magiftrates ; bridled with 
hard Laws ; terrify’d with fevere Executions ; en- 
vironed with foreign Forces; and oppreffed with 
the moft crucl Hardfhips, and Variety of Taxes, 

O “ that 


